




Document Control 
Document No HS G024 Version 1.0 Date Issued Oct 2021 
Author Seimon Barton-Jones Reviewed by Stephen Hare Department  Health and Safety 

3 

2 Purpose 
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BSMS - MRB EngInf – Richmond Chemistry – Chi III 

Before conducting work in a fume hood ensure that the hood is displaying a current test certificate (pass). 
(Failed fume hoods should not be used).  

Every hood has a flow rate monitor/alarm. This lets you know that the flow rate is safe. 

Before working check the meter is on and is showing a flow rate within the specification of the 
recirculatory fume hood or BSC. Unsafe flow rates or high sash will be shown with lights and an audible 
alarm.  If there are a bank of fume hoods with a shared duct, the system must be able to operate all fume 
hoods safely and simultaneously. 
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• Documents and record availability:

o The current statutory inspection should be available for LEV users. This can be via a copy of the
most recent record being positioned on the equipment or copies held in a locally accessible file
(can be electronic or hard copy).  Examples of how this can be achieved include holding a copy
of the test certificate on the actual equipment, an accessible file held by the technical services
lead.

o The main five-year records can be held as hard copies or electronic copies by the School who
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3.4 Routine checks and testing 
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who might use the system. 

d) The System of Work must consider the handling and disposal of contaminated filter elements, which are
likely to be classified as special waste.

Perfor
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Fume Hood or Biological Safety Cabinet? 

A Biological Safety Cabinet (BSC) is sometimes referred to as a ductless fume hood. The BSC does not protect 
from chemical vapours. Recirculatory ductless fume hoods are not Biological Safety Cabinets, but can protect 
from particulates when fitted with HEPA filters (differences shown below). 




