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Introduction 
 

The University of Sussex (UoS) is a leading higher education and research institution near Brighton, 
in the south of England. Sussex was the first of the new wave of UK universities founded in the 
1960s, receiving its Royal Charter in 1961. 

 
To manage and maintain the University and its campus, the University of Sussex and Interserve 
teamed up to create the Sussex Estates and Facilities partnership, marking an exciting new chapter 
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Transport Links 
 

The University of Sussex campus is well served by public transport with Falmer train station on the 
south side of campus, and frequent buses on campus to and from Brighton. The adjoining A27 also 
gives good access by car. 

 

Train 
Falmer station is directly opposite the campus. Falmer is on the line between Brighton and Lewes. 
You can get from Brighton to Falmer in nine minutes by train. 

 
Foot 
You can walk to the campus from the station through a subway under the A27 - 
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       Built Environment 
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Student residential buildings are being constructed on the East Slope. Excavated soil and chalk 
rubble has been spread over land on the West Slope to create a new area of chalk grassland; this 
phase of the work is scheduled for the summer of 2018, with the first plants expected to flower in 
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boundary, marked by a linear tract of woodland. 
Fallow deer can sometimes be seen emerging from these trees. 
Roe deer can be seen in other locations. 
You pass on to a farm track at the bottom of the hill, and then enter the woodland on your right. 
This was called Sunny Bank Wood by one of the oldest residents of Falmer, MRS Doris Williams, who 
wrote an informative book about the village, and worked at the University for many years. 
 
On entering the wood, you can turn right and walk on the level back to centre of campus. 
Alternatively, you can continue with the boundary walk by going straight ahead up a winding and 
sometimes muddy track that climbs quite steeply through the wood. 
You can see the chalk and flints exposed through the path and many species of tree and ground flora 
in this rich little woodland including wild alpine strawberry. 
 
hƴ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ψ¢ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿŀƭƪ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
meters and then right. 
The route then passes through Tenant Lain Belt, which is a wind break of mainly wind-damaged 
beech trees. 
About half way along, you will pass the Biology Field Trials Plot: this is an open air laboratory where 
ecological research is done for the School of Life Sciences. 
You also cross the road that leads to the Falmer Sports Complex. 
At the Southern end of the tree belt, you emerge into Falmer Village, but before you do, there is a 
notable tree on your right: this is a Ginkgo biloba or a maidenhair tree. 
Believed to originate from China, this tree is supposed to have medicinal properties. 
This specimen is clearly very old, probably in excess of 200 years. 
At the road, turn right and you will find yourself back at the beginning of the walk 
 

 
                    Jubilee Woodland: 

Jubilee Woodland, on the north-western edge of the Campus, was planted by staff and students of 
the University in 2012 to commemorate the Queens Jubilee. The plot was grassland and although it 
is within the Campus boundary, it is also part of the South Downs National Park. Whips of eleven 
native species were planted within a 2 Hectare plot, totalling 2500 trees. The whips are protected by 
tree guards. The following species were planted: 

 

 Beech 

 Dog wood 

 Downy birch 

 Elder 
 Field maple 

 Hawthorn 

 Hornbeam 

 Oak 

 Small-leaved lime 

 Spindle 

 Wild cherry 
 

An oak tree sapling, which was cultivated from an acorn collected from the royal estate at 
Sandringham, was also planted on campus outside the Jubilee Building. 
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Tree Survey Data 
Using the approved tree records dating back to the year 2000, we have created a tree population 
graph (See Figure 002). This provides us with a detailed overview of species on site and identifies 
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                    Grounds Maintenance 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services  include: 
 

 grass cutting and seeding; 
 

 maintenance of shrub beds, containers and hedgerows; 
 

 litter picking and clearance of leaves; 
 

 Woodland paths and boundary. 
 

 maintenance of ponds, moats and water features; 
 

 Amenity Tree Maintenance. 
 

 Arboricultural Survey. 
 

 Meadow management. 
 

 Snow and ice clearance. 
 

 Pest Control 
 

Grounds Maintenance is delivered using a planned 
yearly schedule ensuring a consistent standard of 
service. 
The schedule is revised yearly by management and 
staff to support University core service requirements 
such as Exams, Events, Open days and VIP Visits. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      Grass Cutting and Seeding 
 

SEF are responsible for cutting all areas of lawn to a height of not more than 50mm, with clippings 
left on the grass to replace nutrients and to ensure areas of wild species (such as orchids) are 
allowed to grow. 
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       Woodland paths and boundary footpaths 

 
All paths are maintained to ensure they are kept clear and safe to a width of 3 metres and are free of 

litter. 

 

       Snow and Ice Clearance 
 

The security office monitors prevailing weather conditions and activate the call out service as 
needed. SEF's Ground Maintenance Team is responsible for the safe treatment of ice and snow and 
provides a full emergency call out service. 

 
The Grounds Maintenance Team will spread salt by means of a tractor with spreader attachment as 
follows (Priority Areas): 

 
 Boiler House, Eastern Ring Road to Knights Gate Road to 
        completion. 
 Southern Ring Road to underpass entrance to completion. 
 Stony-Mere Way (ie entrance via Stanmer Park). 
 North-South Road via Refectory Road to bus turnaround at Brighthelm to completion. 
 Lancaster House Road and Norwich House Road to completion. 
 Arts Road and Library Road to completion. 
 Gardner Arts Centre Road and Biology Road to completion. 
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Grounds Staff each year to ensure the plan is fit for purpose and reflects the needs of the University 
staff, students and public. 

This plan is published on the University web site.  

 
 

Cleansing and Waste Management 
 

        Site Cleansing 
 

The appearance of the Campus is a priority for the University and we recognised it as a basic 
requirement for attracting new students. 
 
Our Grounds Services Team is responsible for emptying amenity litter and recycling bins on a daily 
basis, and at the same time conducting litter picks and leaf sweeping. All zones are manually 
cleaned, picked on a daily basis. 

 

The Grounds Services team o
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