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BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY AND BIODIVERSITY POLICY 

OUR BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY

Vision: The most biodiverse campus  
in the United Kingdom.

Objectives

1.  Achieve a biodiversity net gain1; and

2.  �Increase the percentage of the University of Sussex 
campus set aside for nature2 from the 2022 baseline 
of 38% to 42% by December 2027.

Aims

We will achieve theses objectives by:

a)	  �Continuing to implement the good practice principles 
set out in the Biodiversity Policy (at Annex A of this 



3

ANNEX A

OUR BIODIVERSITY POLICY

This Biodiversity Policy sets out the key institutional 
principles that we are adopting in order to realise our 

strategic vision of being the most biodiverse campus in 
the United Kingdom. They are designed to help us achieve 

a biodiversity net gain through specific actions such as 





ANNEX A

MISSION STATEMENT
Our biodiversity policy is to become the most biodiverse 
campus in the UK and to achieve a biodiversity net 
gain through the following actions that will be formally 
embedded within our annual grounds management plan 
and linked to measurable targets from Summer 2024:

A.  Increasing the percentage of land set aside for nature.

B.  
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ANNEX B

ENABLING THE DELIVERY OF PRACTICAL 
BIODIVERSITY PROJECTS 

The University of Sussex is committed to continuing 
to support student and staff-led practical biodiversity 

initiatives on campus. 

The following list of projects are currently already being 
actively planned and/or delivered. 

They were proposed and selected by staff and students 
during the Big Biodiversity Conversation which took 
place in 2022. Voluntary project teams have formed to 
oversee the delivery, and they have been supported with 
seed corn funding.

These projects represent the �rst set of initiatives 
to support biodiversity on the Sussex campus in 
association with our Sustainable Sussex Strategy and 
the University will look to actively support additional 
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ANNEX C

GLOSSARY OF BIODIVERSITY TERMS

Alien species refers to species that have spread or 
been introduced into an environment where they are 
not normally found. This is often damaging to the new 
environment. 

Amenity grassland is an area of grass, or lawn, that is 
managed for use by people, such as for walking, sitting 
on and playing sports. It is usually closely mown and 
managed to avoid the growth of other plants that reduce 
its value for recreation.  

Bee hotels are structures with many holes, which 
solitary bees can nest in. They are often used in gardens 
and urban areas to create habitat for bee nesting that 
would naturally be found in standing dead wood in more 
natural areas.

Biodiversity
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ANNEX E

ALIEN SPECIES: DEFRA LIST OF INVASIVE 
NON-NATIVE SPECIES

The following lists of animal and plant species are taken 
from the DEFRA guidance on invasive non-native species 
as of February 2023. We will actively monitor our campus 
for the presence of these species with the aim to limit their 

impact on native biodiversity. 

PLANT SPECIES – WIDELY SPREAD

Common name Scientific name

American skunk cabbage Lysichiton americanus

Chilean rhubarb Gunnera tinctoria

Curly waterweed Lagarosiphon major

Floating pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides

Giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum

Himalayan balsam Impatiens glandulifera

Nuttall’s waterweed Elodea nuttallii

Parrot’s feather Myriophyllum aquaticum

PLANT SPECIES – NON WIDELY SPREAD

Common name Scientific name

Alligator weed Alternanthera philoxeroides

Asiatic tearthumb Persicaria perfoliata

Balloon vine Cardiospermum grandi�orum

Broadleaf watermilfoil Myriophyllum heterophyllum

Broomsedge bluestem Andropogon virginicus

Chinese bushclover
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ANNEX E

PLANT SPECIES – NON WIDELY SPREAD (CONTINUED)

Common name Scientific name

Mesquite Prosopis juli�ora

Perennial veldt grass Ehrharta calycina

Persian hogweed Heracleum persicum

Purple pampas grass Cortaderia jubata

Salvinia moss Salvinia molesta

Senegal tea plant Gymnocoronis spilanthoides

Sosnowsky’s hogweed Heracleum sosnowskyi

Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima

Vine-like fern Lygodium japonicum

Water hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes

Water-primrose Ludwigia grandi�ora

Whitetop weed Parthenium hysterophorus

ANIMAL SPECIES – WIDELY SPREAD

Common name Scientific name

Chinese mitten crab Eriocheir sinensis

Egyptian goose Alopochen aegyptiacus

Grey squirrel
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