




Remembering Geoffrey Perry (1922-2014)

Geoffrey, who was introduced to the Centre’s London based 
Support Group by the late Lewis Goodman, never missed a meeting 
until illness prevented him from attending in recent months. He was 
particularly keen that we should commemorate the contribution of 
Jews to the British armed forces, an interest that reflected his own 
remarkable career.

Born in Berlin on 11 April 1922 as Horst Pinschewer, Geoffrey was 
sent by his parents to be educated at Buxton College Derbyshire 
after Nazi restrictions on Jews became unbearable. His precocious 
gifts had already won him a position as staff photographer on the 
Daily Mirror when war broke out. After a period of internment as 
an ‘enemy alien’, he enlisted in the Military Pioneer Corps. His 
war service included landing in Normandy in July 1944 a month 
after D-Day, seeing the decisive battle of the Falaise Pocket that 
August, and later witnessing the opening up of the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. 

His most celebrated exploit occurred on 28 May 1945, when with 
a fellow officer he stumbled across the notorious Nazi broadcaster 
William Joyce (Lord Haw Haw) in woods outside Flensburg on the 
Danish border. Perry and his comrade were searching for firewood 
when they spotted a man whose papers gave his name as Wilhelm 
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Call for Applications
Max and Hilde Kochmann 
Summer School for PhD 
Students in European-Jewish 
History and Culture

19-22 July 2015, 
University of Sussex 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
at the University of Sussex
Wednesday 28 January 2015 13:30-17:30

Thomas Harding will relate 
the true story of his great-
uncle, the Jewish investigator 
Hanns Alexander, who pursued 
and captured one of Nazi 
Germany’s most notorious war 
criminals, the commandant 
of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration/extermination 
camp, Rudolf Höss. 

Zahava Kohn, a survivor of 
Bergen Belsen, in conversation 
with her daughter, Hephzibah 
Rudofsky (Kohn), will speak 
about her wartime experiences 
and about her family’s story 
of survival against the odds. 
Zahava and her parents 
lived through the horrors 
of Westerbork transit camp 
and then Bergen Belsen 
concentration camp. 

The Centre for German-Jewish Studies in 
cooperation with the Martin Buber Chair in Jewish 
Thought and Philosophy at the Goethe University 
Frankfurt am Main and the Pears Institute for the 
study of Antisemitism at Birkbeck, University of 
London invite PhD students to apply for the bi-
annual Max and Hilde Kochmann Summer School 
in European-Jewish History and Culture 2015. 
This event brings together young researchers who 
are currently working on topics in Jewish history, 
Jewish religion and inner life, literature, culture, 
ideological movements, inter-religious and inter-
cultural relations as well as everyday life, and 
give them the opportunity to present and discuss 
their projects in a friendly, informal atmosphere 
with leading scholars in the field. In so doing, we 
shall be building on the achievements of previous 
workshops and creating an interdisciplinary 
network of younger scholars engaged in the study 
of areas of European-Jewish history, thought 
and culture from the early modern period to the 
contemporary world. 

Currently confirmed participating faculty are Prof 
David Feldman (Pears Institute for the study of 
Antisemitism, Birkbeck/University of London), 
Dr Gideon Reuveni (CGJS) and Prof Christian 
Wiese (University of Frankfurt). All PhD candidates 
are eligible to apply (including candidates from 
the UK). Candidates should send a proposal 
outlining their PhD project (3-5 pages), a short 
C.V. and an academic reference to: Dr Björn 
Siegel, Centre for German-Jewish Studies, 
University of Sussex, Falmer, BN1 9QN, United 
Kingdom.

E  B.Siegel@sussex.ac.uk

Closing date for applications: January 31 2015

Successful candidates will be notified at the 
beginning of March 2015. 

The centenary of the Armenian massacres of 
1915 raises questions about possible continuities 
between that attempted genocide and the Jewish 
Holocaust. As the ally of the Ottoman Empire, the 
German government condoned the massacres, 
despite the protests of diplomats such as 
Johannes Lepsius. 

German officials who observed and recorded the 
massacres included Max Erwin von Scheubner-
Richter, one of Hitler’s fanatical early supporters. 
Indeed, the fate of the Armenians may have 
influenced Hitler’s own thinking. In August 
1939, on the eve of the invasion of Poland, he 
addressed his military commanders, setting out 

Who Remembers the Armenians?

Rose Holmes spoke on a panel at the Holocaust 
Education Foundation’s annual conference 
alongside former CGJS member Andrea 
Hammel, and Elizabeth Heinemann from the 
University of Iowa. The panel was provocatively 
called, ‘A Misplaced History of Emotion? The 
Kindertransport in History, Commemoration, and 
Literature’ and all three panellists questioned 
the ways in which the Kindertransport has been 
memorialised. 

Rose Holmes’ paper, ‘Appropriating Group 
Memory: Voluntarism and the Kindertransport’ 
drew attention to the efforts of the British 
voluntary sector in organising the migration of 
children from Europe, and suggested that there 
is a tendency to create over-simplified stories of 
heroic ‘rescue’ rather than detail the complex and 
often messy realities. Elizabeth Heinemann, in her 

paper, ‘On Losing Your Children Twice: Surviving 
Parents and Kindertransport Children’ drew on 
her own family’s correspondence from the 1950s 
and 1960s to argue that, even for those Kinder 
reunited with their families, an ‘ordinary’ family 
life was not always resumed and, for many, it was 
another traumatic experience of disruption. In her 
paper, ‘The Kindertransport in Fiction: Accessible 
Experience of Trauma and Emotion?’ Andrea 
Hammel argued that although fiction can create 
more accessible and flexible narratives with which 
to address the complex emotions around the 
Kindertransport, it is important to guard against 
the creation of redemptive narratives.

The panel was well-received by international 
colleagues, several of whom had family 
connections to the Kindertransport, and the 
ensuing discussion was lively and productive.

Holocaust Education Foundation 
Lessons and Legacies Conference
Boca Raton, Florida, October 2014

his plans for ruthless ethnic cleansing of Polish 
territories. According to one source he concluded 
with the words: ‘Only thus shall we gain the living 
space we need. Who, after all, speaks to-day of 
the annihilation of the Armenians?’ 

These historical issues are well worth revisiting as 
the centenary of the massacres approaches. An 
exhibition of photographs documenting Armenian 
experiences in Turkey between 1880 and 1920 
is due to be held at the Wiener Library in summer 
2015. It will be accompanied by a workshop in 
which members of the Sussex Centre plan to 
participate.

Arnold Daghani, ‘Mauthausen with a Visitor’s Entrance Ticket’ 
(Arnold Daghani Collection, University of Sussex © Arnold Daghani 
Trust)


